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Introduction 
The Otago University Students’ Association (OUSA) provides advoca-
cy and services to students at the University of Otago. The majority of 
OUSA’s funding comes from a Service Level Agreement (SLA) with the 
University. The SLA funding comes from Students and is collected by 
the University in the form of the Compulsory Student Services Fee 
(CSSF) to fund both University and the Associations own. To make up 
the rest of OUSA’s operational costs, additional income is derived from 
a range of student-focused and commercial streams. 

Since the Voluntary Student Membership was introduced in 2012, the 
CSSF, which ultimately funds OUSA, is no longer set by students. The 
University currently sets this fee, and the proportion given to OUSA is 
negotiated based off consultation with students. The SLA then forms 
the basis for OUSA’s budget for the following year. 

Other income streams include event ticketing, advertising sales and 
building leases. The majority of OUSA’s services are not designed to 
make a profit. However, the Association actively looks into alterna-
tive income streams to strengthen our financial security, in the event 
that University funding is cut. 

OUSA is committed to providing the best advocacy and services for 
our students. We annually assess our expenditure to ensure students 
are getting the most from their money. We regularly provide oppor-
tunities for feedback the biggest being our annual survey on OUSA 
services which goes out during second semester. 

 
The budget has been prepared according to the values of OUSA and 
the interests of University of Otago students. 
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Student Support 
Student Support is OUSA’s free and con-
fidential service that helps students navi-
gate university life. The Student Support 
team provide advice and advocacy on 
tenancy issues, financial hardship, aca-
demic disputes, wellbeing, relationships, 
queer support, and more. Students can 
access support for matters such as 
budgeting, food assistance, flatting 
guidance, or personal challenges. 

For 2027, $811,115 is budgeted for Stu-
dent Support, an increase of $70,888 
from 2026. This reflects the addition of a 
full-time student voice coordinator and a 
new support service for those located at 
satellite campuses.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Events 
OUSA runs a wide range of events 
each year that bring students to-
gether and shape campus life. 
These include major traditions such 
as Orientation Week, Re-Orientation, 
and the Hyde Street Party, as well as 
community focused programmes 
like Volunteer Week, Flatting Week, 
Speed Flatting, Winter Wellbeing 
Week, Mental Health Awareness 
Week, and Diversity Week. 

For 2027, $587,098 slightly down from 
$588,812 in 2026. Hyde Street 
continues to be a large success 
helping offset the cost for two new 
events! The OUSA Annual Leaders 
Debate & a Health and Wellbeing 
Day.
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Student Executive 
The OUSA Student Executive governs the Association and represents stu- 
dents’ interests at university, local, and national levels. It advocates on aca-
demic, welfare, and policy issues, ensuring students have a strong voice in 
decisions that affect their education and campus experience. 

For 2027, $258,491 is budgeted for the Student Executive, an increase of 
$8,515 from 2025. This reflects new campaign initiatives, more Memorandum 
of Understanding funds to continue assisting equity groups on campus! This 
new budget reflects the commitment to fighting for student wellbeing!  

 

 
 

Clubs & Societies 
 

The OUSA Clubs & Societies Centre is a central part of student life at Otago. 
In 2024 it welcomed over 166,000 visits and supported more than 160 student 
clubs across sports, culture, and special interests. The Centre also provides 
everyday services such as free breakfasts, $5 lunches, study spaces, recrea-
tional programmes, and facilities including hot showers and a sauna. 

 
For 2027, $1012,607, is budgeted for Clubs & Societies, an increase of $92,744 
from 2026. This is due to the $30,000 increase in Club Grants putting the total 
pool at $90,000 the first increase post covid helping further assist clubs to 
develop a strong social community on campus. Other increases are due to 
increasing costs to provide our services and deferred maintenance. Clubs & 
Societies is funded by the SLA. 
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Student Media 
Radio One 91FM is OUSA’s student 
radio station, operating since 1984. It 
provides students with a platform to 
share their voices, gain broadcasting 
experience, and connect with Dun-
edin’s arts and music scene. The sta-
tion supports new and emerging art-
ists, offers hands on media training, 
and delivers independent journalism 
and diverse programming. 

 

Critic Te Ārohi is New Zealand’s 
longest running student magazine 
and a key part of Otago’s campus 
culture. It provides an independent 
platform for students to share ideas, 
report on issues, and showcase writing, art, and design. The magazine also 
offers students hands on experience in journalism and publishing. 

 
For 2027 Student Media funding is increasing from $695,479 to $797,466. This 
increase is due to some awesome developments in the digital media 
content space with increasing funding towards social media & Filming staff. 
This budget also restores Critic pages to 32 every edition for 2027. 
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